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LEGAL PROFESSION REGULATIONS — AMENDMENTS 

Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [12.12 pm]: I stand today to share with the house 
amendments that I have made to the Legal Profession Regulations 2009 to assist community legal centres, the 
Aboriginal Legal Service of Western Australia, the Legal Aid Commission and other similar bodies in obtaining 
the services of pro bono lawyers. Community legal centres, ALS and Legal Aid play an essential role in providing 
access to justice for Western Australians. Pro bono lawyers enable these entities to assist more people and broaden 
the services that they offer. 

Mid this year, the executive director of the Community Legal Centres Association, Sharryn Jackson, brought to 
my attention that the Legal Profession Regulations 2009 were presenting a significant hurdle for lawyers who 
wanted to volunteer for CLCs. In Western Australia, the Legal Practice Board cannot grant or renew a local 
practising certificate unless the applicant is, or will be, covered by professional indemnity insurance as required 
by the Legal Profession Regulations 2009 or is exempt from the requirements of the regulations. Prior to the 
amendments, only employees at community legal centres, the Aboriginal Legal Service, the Legal Aid 
Commission and other similar bodies were granted exemptions from the requirement to have professional 
indemnity insurance. Volunteers were not the subject of any exemption. 

I have addressed this legislative gap, in part, by the Legal Profession Amendment Regulations 2018. Through 
these amendments, volunteers at community legal centres and the ALS who do not otherwise engage in legal 
practice will be exempt from the requirement to have professional indemnity insurance if the community legal 
centre and the ALS are covered by professional indemnity insurance approved by the Law Society of 
Western Australia. Volunteers at the Legal Aid Commission who do not otherwise engage in legal practice 
will also be exempt from the requirement to have professional indemnity insurance. I have also announced 
that further amendments are planned to grant exemptions to those persons who volunteer and engage in legal 
practice elsewhere. 

In announcing these changes, I wish to acknowledge the importance of the legal work undertaken by volunteers at 
community legal centres, the Aboriginal Legal Service and the Legal Aid Commission. I thank the Community Legal 
Centres Association for bringing this problem to my attention. 
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